VOL. I
EDITED BY
Anuradha Roy

Melitta Waligora

—t
>
-
o
-
Z|




of thin pubboation mh
Q‘“,:'-' in oy foron or by ‘
0 wrsting of Primus llr:l.: ar ae .
Iceniie uml« 1ine agreed with the apyp
3.“ o “(!..qukh‘: concerning reproduction o
" the shove shoatd be sent ro Primus Books at the “’“

Fivst pwblishod 2019

ISHN: OTH 95 5200. 7861 (hardback)
ISBN: 978.93. 52907878 (POD)

Pubdished by Prionus Books

Laser typeset by Micho Karmakar
muthu, karma(fgmall com

Printed and bouod in Tndia by
Thomson Press India Led,




10.

11.

The City in Time

The Eventful Twentieth Century and Beyond

Impression of Ships: Calcutta during the 1910s
SUCHETNA CHATTOPADHYAY

Making and Remaking Caste and Labour: Calcutta
Municipal Methars and their Strikes in 1928
TANIKA SARKAR

Rethinking Urban Health: Calcutta in the
Turbulent 1940s

SRILATA CHATTERJEE, RITWIKA BISWAS,
and AVIRUP SINHA

Kolkata during the Naxalite Movement, 1965-1972:

From the Pen of a Participant-Obsetver
AMIT BHATTACHARYYA

An Epilogue to Naxalbari: Calcutta, 1970s-2000s

PARIMAL GHOSH
Notes on Editors and Contributors

Index

161

185

215

249

288

315
319



9

Rethinking Urban Health
Calecutta 1939—-50

SRILATA CHATTERJEE, RITWIK A BISWAS
ANWD AVIREUF SIMHA

Introduction

The city is becoming inereasingly important in historical research
o understand social erohitdon and caltaral change. Concepts like
‘urban myodernity” in trying to analyse the modernization process
of wrban society and economy have added a mew dimension o
the study of the city as a stmbol of modernity, development,
and progress. Historians have not failed to focus on the stody of
the Indian cities both in their precolonial and colomial existence
te scale the extent of chanpe that marked urban life in Imdia.
These studies emphasize varied aspects of urbanity, ranging from
demographic patterns, economic and social life to urbam polidces
and public cultare. In comparison, historical research on urban
health, sanitatdon, and medical culture have drawmn little attendomn.
Partho Datta’s work on the citvy of Caleutta has focused on the
comnection berween urban planning and incidence of disease. He
shows how epidemic disease and climatic concerms infloenced
town planning and improrvement of Caleutta.! That there was “an
intimate connection between colonial planning and concerns rising



